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Society on the move - Exploring inequalities in public transport accessibility in Hungary

Keywords: Accessibility, Public transport, Social inequality, Transport inequality, Spatial inequality
The aim of this study is to investigate the different spatial accessibility of public transport in Hungary at the settlement level and to explore the extent of inequality in accessibility experienced by different groups. Accessibility indicators are defined in terms of accessible population, schools and workplaces. The study concludes from the analysis that areas isolated in terms of public transport and accessibility are predominantly low-income or predominantly ethnic populations. The differences are most pronounced in access to schools and jobs. To answer the research questions, the study calculates travel times on public transport networks and then uses these to form cumulative opportunity indicators. The paper also forms an accessibility index, which is able to provide a composite measure of the transport development of a given municipality. The results can contribute to the definition of directions for the development of public transport networks, which can lay the foundations for a future of socially equitably distributed transport services.



