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In ancient Indian Vedic education, the 64 Arts represented a complex subject dedicated to the 
practical teaching of various arts and skills required for different crafts. This paper briefly 
introduces the branches of these arts, organized into various categories for better clarity. 

First, the arts were presented based on Vedic interpretations derived from the sources I 
examined, providing an overview without delving into extensive detail. Subsequently, the 
different groups of these arts were compared to 21st-century pedagogical approaches, such as 
play pedagogy, drama pedagogy, and music pedagogy. Following this, the 64 Arts were 
analyzed through the lens of Gardner’s multiple intelligences model, categorizing their 
branches into one of the eight areas of intelligence. This categorization offers a valuable 
foundation for talent development and skill enhancement. 

In the remainder of the paper, I explored the connections between the 64 Arts and their 
potential developmental and personality-shaping effects, particularly from the perspective of 
modern research and special education. These effects were examined in terms of their 
applicability to the therapeutic education of children with special educational needs or those 
struggling with behavioral, learning, or adjustment difficulties. 

The paper also highlights a Hungarian adaptation of the 64 Arts, currently taught as an 
elective subject in the curriculum of a church-operated secondary school. 

This study aimed to address questions such as: Can this ancient tradition be integrated into 
today’s teaching and educational practices? If so, how? Beyond its role in preserving tradition 
or its unique, alternative nature, does it have any educational or developmental impact on 
competencies and skills? 

The sources analyzed clearly revealed the potential for the effective application of the 64 Arts 
in the field of skill development. As a complex artistic subject, it aligns with the findings of 
research on other integrated art programs. 

While teaching the 64 Arts as an independent subject is feasible only in specific cases—such 
as in the aforementioned church-operated secondary school—there are numerous 
opportunities for its use within regular or extracurricular activities. These include its 
incorporation into extracurricular clubs, thematic days or weeks, summer camps, or even as 
part of a comprehensive school development program. 

 


