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Small and large breed dogs in police service; professional considerations versus economic optimization and financial efficiency
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The motivation for writing this paper and conducting research on this topic was to examine the factual basis of the idea that has been raised in professional circles, namely that the use of small service dogs in police service is more efficient from an economic and financial point of view than the use of large service dogs.
I examine the fact that small breeds of dogs, due to their size, have easier access to certain areas in search work and that the use of such breeds is also economically advantageous for the police, especially in terms of feeding, veterinary care and transport. In my paper, I compare the costs for small and large dogs, taking into account the amounts of supplies used to care for explosives and narcotics detection service dogs in the police forces across the country. In my research, I used data collection methods such as document analysis, interviews with dog trainers of the Department for Service Dog Training and Service Animal Supervision of the Police Education and Training Centre, and I also conducted my own experiment. I trained my three-year-old female Chihuahua dog in the basics of search and rescue.
All in all, it can be concluded that the feeding, transport, certain veterinary treatments and equipment for small service dogs are more financially advantageous than those for large breeds. However, they require an experienced handler and more attention and expertise for their training than, for example, a German or Belgian Shepherd.



