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Partner, versenytárs vagy rivális? A német Kína-stratégia egy turbulens időszakban

Kulcsszavak: Németország; Kína; Európai Unió; civil hatalom
In recent years, the expanding global role of China and its complex interactions with the Member States of the European Union have garnered significant attention from researchers and international relations experts. Germany, as the EU’s largest economy and a major actor in global politics, holds a central position in China’s European strategy. Simultaneously, the rapid rise of Chinese influence in Europe introduces multifaceted challenges for Germany and other European countries, testing the resilience and adaptability of bilateral and multilateral partnerships. This paper examines the evolution of German-Chinese relations over the past decade, with a dual focus: first, evaluating the successes and challenges of this bilateral relationship; and second, analyzing the applicability of Hanns W. Maull’s concept of „civilian power” to Germany’s foreign policy toward China. The findings indicate that while economic interdependence between Berlin and Beijing has deepened, it has also created an asymmetrical relationship that increases Germany's vulnerability to external shocks, including geopolitical tensions and economic disruptions. Moreover, an analysis of primary and secondary sources demonstrates that the German Federal Government’s approach to China aligns with the principles of a civilian power, characterized by a commitment to peaceful engagement, trade-centric diplomacy, and multilateral cooperation. Germany’s strategy reflects a dual objective: leveraging bilateral relations to safeguard national economic and political interests while advancing the EU’s collective agenda of fostering stability, transparency, and mutual cooperation with China. Ultimately, this paper underscores the nuanced and evolving nature of German-Chinese relations, offering insights into how Germany balances its role as an individual actor and an EU member state in navigating the complexities of its partnership with China.
 



