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Pandora szelencéjének kinyitása: a szuverenitás és a differenciált integráció kérdése az Európai Unióban 
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My study seeks to analyse the phenomenon of sovereignty conflicts within the highly complex nature of the sui generis cooperation, the European Union. The paper is structured in five main chapters. Firstly, it seeks to explore the history, the concept and the relevance of sovereignty. After exploring its multidisciplinary understanding, the second main part concentrates on how the question of retaining sovereignty appeared among Member States during the integration of the EU. In the third main chapter, building on the previous examination, the paper presents case studies through analysing national sovereignty-related conflicts in Greece and in the United Kingdom. The research aims to explore patterns in the attitude of these countries towards the ‘ever closer union’. While doing so, it highlights the main concerns over outsourcing certain levels of decision-making. Before concluding the findings, the paper considers how the concept of a multi-tier Europe would interact with national sovereignty, especially its potential to alleviate future conflicts. In the last part, the emphasis will be on differentiated integration and its types.
The research is mainly based on using primary and secondary academic sources.The research question of the study is; to what extent can differentiated integration, through the establishment of a European Political Community, serve as a viable mechanism for addressing challenges of national sovereignty sentiments? In order to create a hypothesis from this question, the paper studies the question of sovereignty within the Union in the case of Greece and a former member, the United Kingdom. Therefore, the hypothesis is; the European Political Community through differentiated integration, learning from past cases, could serve as a solution to rule out future sovereignty disputes among its members. My findings underscore the critical role of sovereignty in cooperative ventures and EU integration, tracing back to post-World War II debates. Case studies reveal Greek discontent and examine the UK’s reasons to leave the Union. Brexit acted as a catalyst for the Bratislava roadmap, prompting deep reflection on integration. In connection, the 2023 Franco-German report advocates for a multi-tier structure that aims to avoid a ‘Europe á la carte’ scenario and move towards a more efficient Union. The study also serves as a reference point for examining other states' status in the case of establishing a potential European Political Community.
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