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Barriers to Reporting Domestic Violence in Kazakhstan 

Kulcsszavak: domestic violence; Kazakhstan; gender; reporting; barriers
Domestic violence is a pressing issue in Kazakhstan, resulting in the deaths of approximately 80 women annually. Recent statistics have recorded the occurrence of 50000 cases of domestic violence, yet this number is believed to only scratch the surface of the problem due to pervasive underreporting. This research aims to understand the reasons behind this and examine barriers to reporting domestic violence, by exploring the perspectives of three main stakeholders: victims, police and social workers in Kazakhstan. The main research questions of the study are: 1. What are the primary social, cultural, economic and psychological factors that prevent victims of domestic violence from reporting abuse in Kazakhstan? 2. How does the law enforcement system in Kazakhstan influence the reporting of domestic violence cases? 3. How do support services address and deal with the barriers to reporting domestic violence? Qualitative research methods, namely semi-structured interviews with victims of domestic violence, police officers and social workers, were employed to gain comprehensive understanding of the issue of underreporting. The sample (N=12) consists of Kazakh respondents in their 20s-40s, currently residing in Kazakhstan. The interviews were recorded, and thematic analysis was used to identify common and recurring themes. The preliminary results show that dependent economic status of victims, culture of silence, patriarchal nature of social norms, feeling of embarrassment and shame as well as previous negative experience with police are the main barriers that hinder victims from reporting abuse. Respondents also note how decriminalized nature of domestic violence, the ineffectiveness of police and social workers along with the lack of professional training in these sectors can cause underreporting. The results are analyzed using the theoretical framework of radical and Marxist feminism, resource theory, concept of patriarchy and five faces of oppression.



