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Dynamics of monarchial governance in contemporary Europe A monarchikus kormányzás dinamikája a modern Európában

Kulcsszavak: Királyság; Kormányzás; Alkotmányosság; Szimbolizmus; Ellenálló képesség
My study examines the differences between European monarchies with significant political influence and those with ceremonial roles, and explores the factors that shape their governance dynamics. The central research question is to identify the key elements that differentiate these monarchies and to understand how these factors interact within modern political systems.

The study emphasises the importance of monarchies as stabilising institutions in democratic frameworks and examines their adaptability, cultural significance and symbolic power. By focusing on these dimensions, it contributes to the broader discourse on governance resilience and institutional evolution in contemporary Europe. Using configurational comparative qualitative analysis, specifically crisp-set QCA, the research analyses causal relationships between variables such as constitutional constraints, historical traditions, and public attitudes. Data from 11 European monarchies - including Andorra, Belgium, Denmark, Liechtenstein and others - were collected from academic literature, government reports and public opinion surveys to ensure a robust methodological base.

The results show that monarchies with robust constitutional constraints and strong historical legitimacy tend to have greater resilience and societal impact. Even ceremonial monarchies use indirect soft power to promote national unity and stability through their symbolic role. Public attitudes towards monarchies, influenced by historical contexts and generational shifts, significantly affect their perceived relevance in modern governance. These dynamics highlight the complex interplay between tradition, modernity and adaptability in sustaining the role of monarchies in democratic societies.

This research underscores the importance of historical, constitutional and cultural factors in shaping the governance roles of monarchies, and reveals how adaptability and symbolic engagement ensure their relevance during periods of democratic transition. Future research directions could include a deeper analysis of the relationship between monarchies and religious institutions, as well as longitudinal studies examining the evolution of public attitudes towards monarchies over time. This study contributes to the understanding of monarchical governance as a dynamic institution within the contemporary European political landscape.



