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Day-fines in the traffic sanctions system
Are the rich really a danger on the roads? In everyday life and in the press, the perception that these drivers are more likely to break traffic rules is regularly voiced, and these intuitions are supported by international surveys. Given that traffic offences are a threat to road safety, if this intuition is correct, due attention should be paid to ensuring that the road traffic sanction system responds appropriately to offences by high-income drivers. The research question was how a reform of the road traffic sanction system could more effectively encourage wealthy drivers to obey the rules. We used economics to answer these questions and concluded that a day-fine system could be more effective in encouraging wealthy drivers to obey the rules.
To confirm this everyday intuition, we conducted empirical research. This paper is thus the first in the national literature to report on a measurement that examines the relationship between driver income and the propensity to commit offences on national roads. Our hypothesis is that the propensity to commit offences increases monotonically with income. The hypothesis is partially confirmed.
This paper draws on economic analysis to examine the theoretical issues involved in the application of the daily fine system. We will examine the question of the upper and lower limits of the fine, the availability of income information for the calculation of the daily fine, and the question of how much of the offender's income should be taken into account when calculating the fine. The paper concludes with a detailed proposal for a rule making instrument, in which we make concrete suggestions on how to achieve a more effective incentive for wealthy drivers by using our conclusions.



