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Criminal aspects of prostitution in Budapest in the dualist era: social contexts and the respective roles of the perpetrators in the process of urbanization
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Through my research, I examined the criminal statistics on prostitution during the Dualism era, and through the processing of archival sources, I sought to answer the question of how prostitution and crime were interconnected in Budapest during the Dualism period. The aim of my research was to investigate the types of crimes committed by prostitutes on the basis of the records of the Hungarian National Archives and the Archives of the Budapest Capital, criminal records, and prisoner registers. My research revealed that prostitutes were mostly involved in crimes against possessions, in which their difficulties in making a living due to their marginalized position in society played a decisive role. The crime statistics I analyzed also showed that the incidence of abortions and infanticide among prostitutes was surprisingly low, but it also made clear that the number of infant and child deaths in the city's suburbs was extremely high. These figures are due to the fact that the children of displaced mothers were placed in rural, purpose-built children's homes, thus 'hiding' their fate from both the state authorities and the population of the capital.
After examining the correlations revealed in my research and the archival sources I have processed, it became clear to me that the intertwining of crime and prostitution was closely linked to the social perception of prostitutes. Further research and work in this area can help to shed new light on urban crime and the child protection system by understanding the problems and shortcomings of the past.
 
 



