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The jurisprudential and practical legal aspects of the citizen’s firearms ownership for self-defense
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Gun law is problematic and complex area of law both in our homeland and in other countries, especially when the topic is handing firearms to citizens. Where administrative, criminal and civil law meets on such an interdisciplinary territory as gun ownership for self-defense, clarifying the border separating constitutional rights from public interest becomes a necessity. The main goal of this thesis – other than presenting and explaining hungarian law relating to gun control – is to attempt the creation of jurisprudential principles that could serve as a base for potential reform in the legal procedure of handing out firearms license in such a way that could partially replace the absolute state monopoly for armaments with a reasonable legal background regarding gun ownership rights for responsible and law-abiding citizens. A secondary aim of this study is the examination of constitutional rights relating to firearms ownership through international examples, and to analyse whether such a solution is a possible option for hungarian legal regulation or not. The main topics of my thesis are therefore the discussion of potential reforms regarding the procedure of application for a license to possess firearms for personal and property protection, the jurisprudential and practical legal examination of the related criteria, the citizens right to keep and bear arms featuring popular international examples and the analysis of the current legal background related to firearms in Hungary.



