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Municipal Financial Autonomy: Fiction or a Proven System?
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In my research, I sought to answer the question of whether municipal autonomy still exists, or if it has become an empty phrase.
The main element of my research methodology is comparison. I primarily examined the laws from the turn of the millennium and the current regulations, drawing conclusions from their comparison. In addition, I compared the Romanian and Serbian municipal systems with the Hungarian system, and supplemented this with the European Union's Charter of Local Self-Government.
Secondly, I examined and compared four domestic cities: Székesfehérvár, Pécs, Debrecen, and Hódmezővásárhely. The selection of these cities was based on the importance of finding places with different characteristics, yet with common features, specifically that they are all county seats with either significant or past investments.
In my research, I concluded that not only in Hungary but also in the other countries examined, autonomy has become hollow, with a sort of "puppet system" in operation. Based on the laws analyzed, Hungary is in a worse position than its neighboring countries. The laws excessively narrow the possibilities for local governments, essentially making them a "spare hand" that the state utilizes.
This kind of overregulation needs to be eliminated, and more opportunities should be provided to local governments.



