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The reform of the penitentiary system: the interconnections between prison harms, the credit system, and conditional release.
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Numerous theories have been developed throughout the evolution of law to define the purpose of punishment. Nowadays, the European legal systems are driven by the principle that punishment should actively promote the offender's reintegration into society. In March 2024, to enforce this thesis, a category-and-credit system was introduced, reforming correctional regimes. Its aim is to ensure that offenders take an active role in their process of social reintegration. The latest amendments to the Penal Execution Act have transformed the penintentiary system, marking significant steps toward modernizing the correctional system and implementing internationally proven practices at the national level.
The thesis is built around three main topics: in addition to the reforms in the penitentiary system, it provides a detailed examination of prison harms and the institution of conditional release (parole). Beyond an in-depth examination of prison harms and the named legal institutions, the research also explores the interconnections between these legal institutions. It was concluded that the objectives of the two institutions under review are similar, focusing on mitigating the harms caused by imprisonment, facilitating reintegration, and reducing the risk of recidivism.
Prison harms refer to the effects arising from the nature and totality of penitentiary institutions that negatively influence the offender's personality. My research not only presents prison harms but also explores how these personality changes can be mitigated by both legal institutions.
The regulation of conditional release is characterized by a unique duality of substantive and enforcement law. While the rules governing the institution are found in substantive legal codes, the institution also has a significant enforcement law dimension. One of the key findings of my thesis is the need to review the regulation of conditional release. My regulatory proposals are driven by the aim to meet international requirements and align the category-and-credit system with conditional release. The introduction of reforms highlights that changes implemented in isolated areas of the criminal justice system are only effective to a limited extent without a coherent structure for the system as a whole.



