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Energy situation in Europe – short- and long-term solutions
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Energy has often been at the heart of the most important political and economic issues in world history, and this is no different today. Given that a favourable energy situation is essential for development, powers are forced to achieve this, whether through war, trade agreements or the exploitation of their resources.
The general objective of my research is to examine the overall energy situation in Europe from different perspectives. My specific objectives are (1) to explore possible options for addressing the serious and relevant energy problems and (2) to examine whether a significant part of the heterogeneity in consumer preferences for energy sources can be explained by the age and educational attainment of consumers. For the specific objectives, I place particular emphasis on separating short- and long-term options, as the transformation is a long process influenced by our current environment.
I conducted both secondary and primary research to examine the objectives. In the latter case, I conducted an online questionnaire survey to assess the participants' (n=156) general knowledge and preferences regarding energy sources, their attitudes towards environmental protection and their socio-demographic characteristics. For data analysis, in addition to descriptive statistics, hypothesis testing was also conducted using Pearson's Khi2 test.
The results show that there is no significant correlation between the education level of the respondents and their preferred energy sources. On the other hand, a significant correlation can be found for age in terms of energy preferences. Furthermore, when examining the results, it became clear that the respondents' perceptions of the future differ significantly from the current energy situation.
The conclusions of my research show that the need for development is unquestionable. However, this long and complex process can often face commercial, political and technological barriers, which is why it is important to address short-term country- and even location-specific sustainability.



