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Kosovo's security policy situation and its effects on Hungary
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The aim of this thesis is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the security situation in Kosovo and its impact on Hungary, with particular reference to its role in the Yugoslav Wars and the Balkan conflicts. Kosovo, as the youngest state in the Western Balkans, declared its independence from Serbia in 2008, although it previously enjoyed relative autonomy within Yugoslavia and later Serbia.
The basis of the conflicts to this day is rooted in ethnic differences and claims to historically significant territories. The population of Kosovo is predominantly Albanian, with the exception of northern Kosovo, where there is a Serb majority, which leads to internal tensions and sometimes conflicts that are also reported in the media. Although the majority of the population is Albanian, they do not wish to fully unite with Albania. Albania maintains economic and diplomatic relations with Kosovo, but is currently dealing with its own migration challenges and its rapprochement with the European Union. Serbia still claims the Serb-populated northern Kosovo and still disputes Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence.
The thesis analyzes the situation in Kosovo and its military, security and economic impacts on Hungary based on several legal regulations and various aspects. I supplement the analysis with my personal experiences as a former KFOR soldier, thereby providing a deeper insight into the security dynamics of the region and the connections between Hungarian security interests. Furthermore, during my research I came to the conclusion that Kosovo still has a long way to go in terms of neighborhood policy, economic issues, and possibly later joining several international organizations.



