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The Protection of Children's Rights and the Issue of International Legal Responsibility for Their Violation in Light of the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict
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The aim of this thesis is to analyse the Russian-Ukrainian conflict from the perspective of international legal responsibility, focusing primarily on violations of children’s rights, taking into account the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and relevant international humanitarian law. Armed conflicts result in significant human and material losses, making it crucial to establish the legal responsibility of the perpetrators, which is a recurring challenge for international law and the international community. Over the past decade, the number of children's rights violations during armed conflicts has doubled, causing severe physical, psychological and social harm for many children. The thesis is based on the internationally recognized and highly protected status of children, with a particular focus on cases of serious child rights violations, the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the rights that play a key role in a child's life and development, all within the context of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Through the presentation of the international legal classification of the conflict, follows an overview of the major events and an exploration of the negative consequences the conflict has had on children. Based on this, the thesis analyzes which key children's rights have been significantly violated and how the protection of children has been neglected by both states involved.
The thesis examines the specific children’s rights norms violated when a state initiates an armed conflict on another state’s territory, the legal consequences of such actions, and the mechanisms available to hold the state accountable. It is imperative that the international community and legal forums give meaningful attention to the protection of children in this regard. In light of this, the thesis also offers recommendations on how to effectively uphold the examined children’s rights in order to protect children during the challenging circumstances of the Russia-Ukraine armed conflict.



