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Is Pranking a Crime? - The Phenomenon of Peer Violence in Hungarian Schools
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Since the early 1970s, violence in schools has received increasing attention. Although the phenomenon is not new, it has always been a part of how schools operate, in varying forms and degrees of severity. The problem is increasingly inescapable, manifesting in many forms and capable of appearing anywhere and at any time. In recent years, there have been increasingly serious trends in school violence, which are seen as real forms of bullying.
The relevance of the topic lies in the fact that hardly a week goes by without a news story about another tragic school incident. Despite growing efforts to combat bullying and cyberbullying, the number of such incidents does not seem to be decreasing. What constitutes school bullying? How and why does someone become a bully, a victim, or a bystander?
Some forms of bullying are covered under offenses defined in the Criminal Code. How do these offenses relate to school violence among students? In my thesis, I aim to answer the question of how bullying manifests in schools in Hungary today by presenting some of the crimes committed by students against each other and analyzing whether these acts qualify as bullying. My hypothesis is that the Criminal Code does not adequately address bullying, which encompasses peer violence in schools.
With a brief digression, I will demonstrate how other European countries, such as Italy and France, approach the issue of school bullying. Some European countries apply criminal sanctions to address this issue. Could this be the solution to reducing the problem? In France, prior to the introduction of criminal legislation, several preventive measures were implemented to curb school violence, but these efforts did not significantly reduce the numbers. While current statistics show a downward trend in the phenomenon, the question remains whether criminal law serves as an effective deterrent to such behavior.



