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Az öröm és a fájdalom allegóriái: Oscar Wilde tündérmeséi a szenvedélyről 

Kulcsszavak: Oscar Wilde; esztétika; mese; allegória; gránátalma
Oscar Wilde’s two collections of fairy tales, The Happy Prince and Other Tales (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891), are often grouped together and categorised under children’s literature. Yet, at first glance, the reader may wonder whether these stories are really intended for a young audience – especially when reading the latter volume. The ‘fruit of Oscar Wilde’s labour’ in the writing of the two collections was an outwardly magnificent pomegranate, which represents the unified essence of all his tales. As we begin to open this fruit, we reveal how each story lives within ‘a Wildean palace of Art,’ composed to hold the richness of his allegory. My research seeks to contextualise Wilde’s narratives within the Victorian cultural milieu, by peeling off the layers of the underlying meanings, to set the stage for a profound analysis of the complex relationship between pleasure and pain in his tales. In my research, I will discuss Wilde’s influence on Aestheticism and Victorian society, followed by a general introduction to fairy tales. Then – ‘at my own peril’ –, I will examine the motifs of aestheticism, morality and Christianity in depth that express the artistic and philosophical themes in Oscar Wilde’s allegorical fairy tales.



