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Historical inception of the Hungarian counter-terrorism (1972-1990)
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The threat of terrorism has entered the worldwide stage with the 1972 Munich Summer Olympics terrorist attack. Countering this unknown phenomenon gave a new task to the law enforcement, military, counter-intelligence and intelligence gathering communities of the Hungarian People’s Republic. This paper aims to assess the sources of the professional literature, use archive documents, and personal recollections to re-construct the evolution, which led to a new, inter-agency defense capability. The goal of this paper is to underline the key historical events, decisions, players, which led to this paradigm shift. Separate parts examine the theoretic and practical evolution, thus giving a complex view on the state of counter-terrorism in the era.



