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Territorial Defence of Estonia in the Context of Military Geography
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Estonia, as a small country, does not receive much attention, either nationally or internationally. A closer look reveals many similarities between our country and Estonia. Estonia is currently implementing a major force development programme, in which, like Estonia, self-propelled artillery, air defence and the development of area defence capabilities play a major role.
The Winter War of 1939-40 proved that a relatively small and poorly equipped army can mount an effective resistance and even achieve significant success against a larger and better equipped opponent. Estonia's approach is based on similar principles.
Estonia has previously been studied only very superficially, both domestically and internationally. However, its territorial defence doctrine, which is largely based on local terrain and broad social cooperation, is undoubtedly remarkable.
In my work, I will primarily analyse the military geography of Estonia and the role of this geography in past conflicts. My analysis is based on the regional military geography, which examines social, economic, infrastructural and natural factors. By evaluating the demographic situation, I show what social factors and challenges Estonia is facing and how it is addressing them. Furthermore, I will describe the structure and capabilities of the Estonian Defence Forces and the Defence League, the backbone of territorial defence. I analyse the Estonian territorial defence doctrine and present its key elements.



