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The impact of the Family Housing Support Programme (CSOK) on the Hungarian fertility rate
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The persistently low fertility rate is an increasingly significant social and economic challenge in developed countries. In my research, I identify the impact of the Family Housing Support Programme (CSOK) introduced in Hungary in 2015 on the total fertility rate using synthetic control method (SCM). The main novelty of my research, both for Hungarian and international literature, is that I analyze the effects of a policy that indirectly incentivizes childbearing. According to my findings, the CSOK has had an impact on the rise in Hungary's total fertility rate, with an increase of more than 10 percent over the synthetic control within seven years after its introduction. This rise may also have been influenced by other childbearing incentives introduced from 2011 and the compensation for the fertility decline following the 2008 financial crisis. My results remain robust even when considering these factors.



