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Vicenarian’s housing conditions and access to housing in Kecskemét / In light of three Censuses / 
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In Hungary, the issue of access to housing for young people is currently a priority. Kecskemét has undergone significant economic and social changes over the last two decades, which have also had an impact on the real estate market.
The aim of this research is to provide a comprehensive picture of the housing situation of young people in Kecskemét and their attitudes towards access to housing in the city. In my thesis, I sought to answer the question of whether it has become easier or more difficult for young people in their twenties to get a home in Kecskemét as the economic environment of Kecskemét has changed significantly over the past two decades.
The research was based on data from the 2001, 2011 and 2022 censuses of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office (KSH), which I examined from the perspective of the age group between 20 and 29 years old in three periods, and on an online questionnaire survey (N=142) within the framework of primary research.
My thesis covered the decline in Kecskemét's population; the transformation of its economic structure; the rise in the price per square metre of real estate; the increase in average earnings; and the situation of housing loans and state subsidies.
The analysis of the census data revealed a decline in the youth population surpassing the national trend, a stable dwelling size for young people (60-79 m2), moreover some changes in young people's housing preferences.
- Demand for panel housing has decreased,
- Demand for higher quality housing has increased,
- Changes in tenancy: more young people moving into rented accommodation.
According to the results of the questionnaire survey, young people in Kecskemét leave their home earlier and planning to leave their parental home earlier than the EU average. According to the majority of respondents, buying their own home in Kecskemét can only be achieved with the help of external funding. The research also highlighted the attitudes of young people in Kecskemét towards housing loans and the gaps in their financial knowledge.
The results of the research confirmed that the transformation of Kecskemét’s economic environment over the past twenty-one years has largely ensured young people’s economic and livelihood opportunities. However, at the same time, there have been significant changes in their housing conditions and the housing market, which creates additional challenges for them in terms of the financial background for housing.



