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Law Students in the World of Information

The purpose of this study is to give us a better perspective on students' information usage and information seeking behavior of the Faculty of Law of the University of Pécs. The empirical research investigates the students' every-day life and scientific information seeking behavior regarding both electronic and print sources.
The study specifies the changes and challenges of information revolution, reports the most important theories and definitions related to this economic, social, and cultural revolution, and summaries the national and international literature in this topic. It also presents the ICT usage in Hungary compared with other countries' results.
The research was based on questionnaires that asked about gender, age, studies, social and family backgrounds, freetime activities, and about information usage and seeking behavior as well. The results show that law students prefer web-based resources in their every-day life information searching. Electronic resources are also favored in scientific information seeking, though the importance of print sources are increased in this case. They can make differences between every-day life and scientific information but unfortunately they do not have those competencies which would help them to make the results complete and more accurate. Besides that, it is also represented that demographic and social backgrounds still cause differences in information seeking behavior. The university is unable to help eliminate these disadvantages, especially in the case of language skills. There are also differences between genders, the results indicate that men rely more likely on immediate access to electronic information than women.
The importance of this survey is that it can explore and give us detailed information about information seeking behavior of university students, which can be compared with the information literacy requirements in higher education, and it could define which areas of the user’s training methodology need changes.



