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Study of the regional competitiveness contexts in the region of Central Hungary

Nowadays, the concepts of globalization and competitiveness increasingly come to the fore. Territorial entities are looking for the correct direction of development at all levels to answer the accelerated world economy changes by Internet and other developments. With the help of the European Union, Hungary is also looking for its place and its development opportunities in this regional competition. After the global economic crisis of 2008-2009 the importance of comparative advantages and competitiveness have been increased at both national and regional levels. The competitiveness of a country is determined by its regions. But what about the regions? How deep should we dig with the competitiveness researches? In my paper, I analyze the opportunities of regional competitiveness at micro regional level, and I map the region of Central-Hungary by multivariate statistical methods. I chose the “Central Region” because it is well known that this is the most advanced and most competitive region in Hungary. But peripheral areas can be found here as well. The most developed region also has lagging areas. These are not necessarily collated at region borders. There are internal peripherals also. The fate of micro regions is written by a combination of several factors. I search for these factors and with them I delineate the competitiveness map of the micro regions in the region of Central-Hungary.

In my paper, I summarize the concepts of the region, micro region, globalization, competition, competitiveness and regional competitiveness. Furthermore, I introduce the different calculation and visualization models for the competitiveness. I begin my research by introducing the selected indicator system and then I examine the indicator system clarified by Principal Component Analysis. As a second analysis, I divide the micro regions into clusters by cluster analysis based on determining competitiveness indicators. Finally, by combining the two analyzes, I am looking for correlation between the most influential principal components and the clusters of micro regions.



