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Birth and perspectives of pálinka-tourism in Hungary

My research focuses on the birth and the perspectives of pálinkatourism in Hungary. Since the amendment of Act of 2002 on food this ‘Hungaricum’ product got established in the domestic tourism. My research also covers the national and the international exhibitions/debuts, and its role in the tourism in Hungary. How it affects or may affect the tourism of less developed regions. In my research I conducted in-depth interviews, visited festivals, distilleries and tasting houses. The chapters of my paper discuss the following issues: festivals in Hungary, national and international contests, new products, innovations and marketing strategies. The tasting houses and visitor centers, used as tourist attractions are mentioned only in general sense. The reputation of pálinka improved a lot amongst the European decision makers during Hungary’s EU presidency in 2011. The international expansion is presented through SWOT analysis. I also provided recommendations to improve the pálinkatourism in Hungary.



