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The use of infantry small-subunits in high mountain conditions

This paper elaborates upon the problems of using infantry small subunits in high mountain environment. This topic is very timely for several reasons. On the one hand, I expect that a great part of the asymmetric armed conflicts of the future will take place in mountainous regions, because there the weaker party can compensate the other belligerent’s superiority. Moreover, it is a very important question, because the troops of the Hungarian Defence Forces in Afghanistan are also being stationed in areas where they may have to accomplish missions in such conditions. In the essay I analyzed, in complex manner, the impact of the high mountain environment on the capabilities of subunits, on command and control, communication and waging the battle. In the final chapter I dealt with the typical features of the movements, resting and defensive and offensive operations of subunits, in detail. I examined the characteristics of combat at high altitude on examples taken from the past few decades, primarily from the Afghan wars. I confirmed my hypothesis, that the use of joint forces, based on light infantry with mountain warfare capabilities is the most expedient in mountainous conditions. I made suggestions for the creation of a mountain warfare capability in the Hungarian Defence Forces, which would enable us to carry out missions effectively even under such rough conditions as we encounter in Afghanistan.



