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Glass and pottery designs of Incze Ferenc (1937–1943)

Incze Ferenc, mostly known as a painter, was placed in the periphery of the Transilvania art scene between the two world wars, though he left us an exceptional oeuvre, characterized mainly be his unique vision-like, allegoric paintings. My research is focused on glass and pottery designs from his otherwise less known early works, which reflects the tendencies of the interwar period and the attempts of a young artist of finding his own artistic voice.
The artists several sketches, besides the glass and pottery designs, encompass several fashion designs, emprimees, magazine covers and some other drawings. The study is focused on cataloguing, classifying and art historical description of the glass and pottery designs. The forementioned designs occupy half of his sketches, and demonstrates the artist’s balanced compositional sense and great drawing skills, furthermore the shaping reflects his exceptional talent of choosing the right material. The fifty precisely dated designs mostly illustrate jugs, but there are other articles of personal use as well, such as a candlestick or an ashtray. The classification aspect is firstly the applied material of the represented pieces, beyond that I grouped them according to the objects type. Thereafter I explored the style and the quality of the drawings.
The varied shapes and the wide color palette of the drawings are simple and precisely compiled: they reflect the situation and the trending tendencies of Hungarian and Transylvanian art from the 30ies and 40ies. It can be easily related to the estethics of the modern tendencies, mainly art deco style, but elements and motivs of Hungarian folk art are also often present.
These designs, wich were discovered by Incze’s monographer, Székely Sebestyén György, are explored individually for the first time. The art historical presentation of his designs apart from situating them in the biography, can adumbrate the reader to the period’s tendencies in applied arts and adds to the incomplete research in the mentioned art historical field.
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