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Comparison of learning techniques, strategies and styles of teachers and students of alternative, primary schools and schools for children with special educational needs

In this study we intended to analyze one of the most essential educational problems, present in daily education, and highlight the main reasons behind it. We assumed that the most effective way to learn and to acquire knowledge for all students is to learn by their own learning styles and habits. However nowadays theachers are little or not at all able to use appropriate teaching methods for every student’s individual needs. We presumed that the main reasons for this are the lack of knowledge, lack of time, excessive performance orientation and the inflexible curriculum organization.
The study took place in the school year of 2011/2012. We chose 7th-8th grade students and their teachers from primary schools, alternative schools and schools for children with special educational needs in Budapest. We questioned 158 students and 53 teachers and we used two different questionnaires (surveys). In the student’s questionnaires we asked them about their learning techniques, habits and used strategies. The teachers’ interviews focused mainly on their professional knowledge of learning and teaching methods and their teaching habits.
As a result of our study we could outline a carasteristic pattern for each school type, which more or less corresponded with our hypotheses. We consider one of our main results that most of the teachers actually have insufficient knowledge about how to teach their students according to their individual learning styles and learning strategies and how to apply differentiated teaching methods.
To solve this problem we created a simple blog, which contains useful professional informations (both theoretical and practical advices). For professionals, parents and students (at different ages) a more complex website was designed and it is planned to be expanded and developed in the future.
Blog: www.hatekonytanulas.blogspot.com
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/tanuljestanitshatekonyan/



