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Citizens in Hungarian prisons

This research examines the conditions in Hungarian jails. More specifically the study looks at the effectiveness of jail time and the sentence itself on convicts in conjunction with the negative effects that these have on inmates, and in general on the rest of their lives. The relationship between institutionalization and society can be examined from a variety of viewpoints. For example one can look at how the sentence is being carried out within the jails; what is the effect of the existence of jails on society and that of solitary confinement on the inmates and their continued lives.
The topic is being presented by a qualitative study. The interviews have been conducted to allow an inside look at the players who carry out institutionalization but also at the inmates themselves. The lives and ’destiny’ of women, men and youths are being examined prior to and after serving their sentences but also and especially during the time of their institutionalization. The first part of the interview is based on an open question where the subjects talk freely about their lives. The second part is a series of narrative questions focusing on in more details on the key points of this research.
The study uses critical reflexivity as a research methodology. The results are being presented on a interdisciplinary bases, taking into account and comparing the psychological, sociological, cultural, historical but also the legal side of the issues. The study also takes on an international perspective by looking at European and Hungarian judiciary rules but also incorporates the issue of the inmates’ human rights as well.



