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Utopia and challenge.The external dimension of the European Union energy policy. 

The United Nations General Assembly declared 2012 for the International Year of Sustainable Energy. Not by accident. The Kyoto Protocol's first commitment and the second period of the EU emissions trading scheme are bound to be expired. It means, the world faces essential and sensitive decisions requiring consensus agreements in order to take significant steps against the climate change in the future. To address the arising hot topics of the world energy trends the European Union must represent at least among the member states one defined position. Could we talk about a coherent and well-balanced external energy policy position of the European Union? Unfortunately the answer is clearly no.
The assumption of my thesis is that the EU's common voice is missing, the member states are about to ensure and secure their own national energy goals. The paper intended to demonstrate that statement through three selected events of 2011. The Fukushima disaster, the Durban Climate Conference and the completion of the Nord Stream pipeline contributed even more to the fragmentation of the existing fragile common position.
As a conclusion, the thesis figured out that the three common energy policy targets of the EU, like the energy security, the competitiveness, and the sustainability behave like a two-edged word: fulfilling all of them on European level seems utopian, therefore managing them effectively is rather challenging.



