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Coalition formation and the Russian oligarchs

Our paper analyses the relation between the state power and the oligarchy through the example of the Russian oligarchs during the Yeltsin administration and the first administration of Putin. The tycoons sometimes cooperated, sometimes had conflicts with each other or with the government. We use game theoretic tools to the better understanding of the phenomenon. The situation has both cooperative and non-cooperative characteristics as well, so creating the proper framework for analysis we use the results of both branches of game theory. Our proposed model, the stochastic game in partition function form with restricted cooperation is able to describe the history mentioned above, and other similar situations, in which the formation of coalitions plays an important role. 




