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The Homeless World Cup and social reintegration

The Homeless World Cup uses the power of football to empower homeless people and underprivileged people so that they can change their own lives.
In documents of the European Union, such as the White Paper on Sport (2007), and in Developing the European Dimension in Sport (2011) it is underlined that „Sport can be a tool to promote the social inclusion of minorities and other vulnerable or disadvantaged
groups.”
The objective of my research was to explore how sport itself and participation in the World Cup has changed the homeless people involved in the programme in terms of lifestyle, personality and social contacts. In case of the organisation delegating the Hungarian team I tried to examine what sources they relie on when delivering the programme and the criteria according to which the eight participants were selected to the world cup. To be able to make a comparison the above mentioned issues were also investigated in case of the Austrian organisation.
The methods applied were analysis of documents and in-depth interviews. The research is a qualitative one, therefore formulating hypotheses was not necessary.
Based on the qualitative analysis of the interviews it can be stated that regular sporting activity and participation at the Homeless World Cup have positive effects of the lifestyle, personality and social contacts of participants. The homeless people involved in the programme have gained social and cultural capital as well. However, sport programs cannot resolve social problems alone, such as homelessness or deprivation (van Sterkenburg, 2011). Even so, through its influence on lifestyle, personality and social contacts sport can contribute indirectly to the social reintegration of marginalised people. In this case the slogan of the World Cup can be verified: A ball can change the world!




