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The Problematics of Collective Rights in the Protection of National Minorities 

Two centuries after the French revolution we start to contest one of the most important heritages of it, the legitimacy of nation-states. The liberal tradition seams to be very tolerant of the assimilative tendencies of the well-known symmetry based formula: one country – one nation, which, in most cases, is far from reality. We can also see that in the majority of the armed conflicts after the Cold War, the reason is the self-government aspiration of an ethnic minority group, the attempt to reach an equal status with the ethnic majority.
Why are liberalism and nationalism so compatible with each other? Is the nation-state able to rise to the challenge of multicultural society or we should step forward for a better solution? Can we fulfill the requirement of equality and individual liberty without collective rights? These are the questions that I am seeking the answers to.
This study is trying to find the basic principles of the fair society, which meets the legitimate requirements of both of the minority and majority groups at the same time. It will examine the conflict
of individual rights with the collective ones reflecting to the connection of the liberal tradition,
historical background and modern minority protection. The hypothesis of this study is that if our society is based on the liberal values of freedom and equality, then we must have collective rights based on the existence of ethnocultural groups, in the lack of which the protection of national minorities is weak, miss-targeted and with no guaranties.




