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Unimaginable JHWH or Incapable Israel?

This paper investigates the origins of aniconic cult in ancient Palestine area in the light of the iconographic evidences, comparing it to the surrounding religions. The archeological and iconographic evidences drive to a polytheistic tradition in ancient Israel. This contradicts the image-ban from the Old Testament. The research gave many possible answers to explain the discrepancy between the Old Testament image-ban and the archeological results. The common in all answers was that image veneration was part of the folk piety, and it was considered to be a deviancy from the standards. This supposition has to be revised in the light of the research of the Old Testament texts. There was in ancient Israel both an iconic and aniconic jahwism, which were the manifestation of the national cult. The decision was always taken by the reigning king. According to this, the aniconic jahwism belonged to the cult-centralization of the united monarchy. This served to create both political stability and national identity.



