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‘Sometimes we need to feel the mirth of the soul.ʼ Diary, self-critics, identity, idols and roles in the Reform Era from the perspective of three female diaries

Secret, Imagination, Memory and Hope. These are the main elements of a diary. Written things create an internal and at the same time an external space. Why and how? This was my question related to the diary of Anna Kornis, Antónia Kölcsey and Etelka Slachta. The starting point of the research is based on the microhistorical perspective. 
Why do they write a diary? How were they thinking about themselves and about their surroundings? Which were those roles they considered acceptable for themselves? Their story, the presented texts could be interesting and useful not only for historians, but also for linguists, psychologists.
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