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Writing and Reading Difficulties of Left-handed Children. Analyzation of Writing Samples. 

Abstract
      This paper describes my research on left-handedness and teaching left-handed children. My hypothesis is that left-handed children need differentiated handwriting teaching techniques.
       The first part of my paper provides general information on hand usage, on possible reasons of why right-handedness became dominant, and on how society related to left-handedness over different periods. It provides theories on why one hand becomes dominant for people, describes how this dominance develops during childhood, and the possibility and implications of changing it. It also describes the basics of learning and teaching handwriting. To prove my hypothesis I reveal problems that affect specifically left-handed children, and propose possible solutions and tools that can help in solving them.
       In the second part of my paper I researched two topics. My first goal was to determine how theoretical knowledge applies to everyday school practise. Interviews conducted with teachers showed that my second hypothesis is correct: that teachers are not adequately prepared for handling problems raised by left-handedness. My second goal was to determine whether there are differences between left and right-handed children’s handwriting. Analysing writing samples showed that my third hypothesis is correct: several differences can be found between the handwritings based on hand-dominance.
In conclusion, my research show that my hypotheses are correct, and also the topic should be better integrated into the education of teachers.



