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Rage comics as conception of ideas

Rage comics are a very well-knonw and widely spread category of internet memes. Rage comics have a constant character set and a permanent way of illustrating situations and emotions. In this work I prove that this kind of memes are able to express their meanings universally and can be understood by everyone, without any pre-knowledge. Based on my own research, because I observed the level of cultural independence of the representation on the rage characters of the six basic emotions - which were defined by Paul Ekman. On the second half of my study I evince that the rage comics serve ritual purposes, and finally I give a small solution of the practical use of this genre.
During the research I use both qualitative and quantitive methods, such as a visual analyzation of the represented mimics on the rage drawings, and surveying about the personal impressions of the rage comics. Moreover I examine theoritical works in connection with the main topic.
The theoretical field of the study is based on James Carey’s ritual communication modell, on Paul Ekmans works about the basic emotions and its representation, and on Richard Dawkins well-known book, The Selfish Gene.
The query of the survey was on four langauges (Hungarian, English, Spanish and Japanese) in ten countries (UK, USA, Australia, Canada, Republic of Southern Africa, Japan, Venezuela, Mexico, Argentina and Hungary) kept under controlled conditions. The main purpose of the survey was to testify the universal expressions of this graphics. The responders were randomly selected for an online questionaire procedure.
The results undoubtedly presents the rage comics use universial visual means, which can be understood without any pre-knowledge and its recognition is culturally independent and they serve for ritual purposes.
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