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Medea's Children

As a part of my research I created a traditional Japanese Nō theatre script in Hungarian based upon an ancient Greek myth. My goal was to gain a better understanding of the properties of traditional Nō theatre scripts by applying the strict form and structure of Nō drama in practice. By adapting the well-known Medea myth to the Nō stage my goal was to make it possible for the Western reader to get better acquainted with the properties of Nō, which have been harder to grasp due to the medieval, egzotic Japanese themes and sources of traditional scripts.
During my work I relied on scientific works about Nō, the writings of Zeami, and of course various Nō scripts, both original Japanese and those translated to English and Hungarian. In order to get a firm grasp of the Greek material I also studied the Medea myth, read various scientific works about the Greek heroine, and analyzed the works of Euripides and Seneca.
I believe that transposing the original mythological theme to a totally different, though suprisingly similar theatrical context can lead to a better understanding of both theatre forms. I summarized the most important findings of the project in the accompanying text.



