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The Mystic Knight 

The Mystic Knight
Elements of the puppet theatre in Georges Méliès’s films
In my present paper I strive to reveal the theatrical and puppet theatrical aspects of Georges Méliès’s films. I analyse systematically the different types of visual expressions (magic tricks, animations, object plays) appearing in Méliès’s films in order to place his works into a new context of the puppet theatre. I aim to prove that Méliès’s films have many essential formal elements that are characteristic of the puppet theatre, and his skills and creation methods and representational techniques are typical of puppet masters, and in general his works can be placed in to the context of carnival-like popular theatre.
I claim that he played an important role in the creation of the genre of puppet film by the adaptation of the puppet theatre into the new medium of the moving image. This fact has not been stressed by the film historians until now. I give evidences with regards to Méliès’s role in the creation of puppet film, as well as I reveal the elements of puppet theatre in the cinema of attraction which has previously not been shown in the film theory.
I think the topic of my paper has a relevance to actual theatrical trends because contemporary theatre more and more often utilizes techniques of the puppet theatre and adopts Méliès’s strive to fusion of different tradition of theatre and that time new techniques of moving image. 



