
	[bookmark: nev]VIKTÓRIA KOVÁCS
MA - Classical Guitar Performer
MA, 1. semester
University of Szeged
Faculty of Music
	






Supervisor:
	Mária Újváriné Illés
assistant professor, SZTE ZMK




An unknown, yet world-famous composer - Francisco Tárrega

Francisco Tárrega, a Spanish composer, was amongst the most influential guitar performers and composers of the Romantic period.
In my essay I will present Tárrega’s eventful life, his personality and humaneness as well as giving a detailed account of his oeuvre as composer. Regarding the latter I will write about his musical influences, highlighting that of Frédéric Chopin. As Chopin’s works were dear to Tárrega’s heart, their mood is reflected across many of the guitar artist’s compositions. He wrote many short pieces based on dances, amongst them the Gran Vals, of which a short four-beat section can be heard 1,8 billion times a day all over the world. It is scarcely known that this frequently heard melody was written by Francisco Tárrega; this also explains the strange name given to my essay. During my presentation you will have the possibility of listening to two of Tárrega’s most famous compositions as well as one of the composer’s mazurkas and polkas each.
It is Tárrega’s unforgettable merit that he enriched classical guitar repertoire by his own compositions and numerous transcriptions for guitar. His works and transcriptions are popular pieces of guitar art to this day.



