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The ministerial responsibility and the the interpellation practice between1861 and 1918

The theme of my paper is perhaps one of the most crucial touchstones of parliamentarism: the responsibility of the government and enhancing its realization by one of the parliamentary controlling instruments, the interpellation in the dualism.
In my essay I try to find an answer to the question of how the realization of the idea of the responsible government established by the 1848: III. statute was helped by interpellation as a legal institution, moreover whether one can see it suitable enough to declare responsibility. In order to explore this theme, I studied the scientific literature available and I observed the proceedings journals of the House of Representatives and that of the Upper House, and the parliamentary law at that time along with them. While studying, on the one hand, I was searching to find the origins and the changes of interpellation practice, and on the other hand, how it reached its aim described in the parliamentary law, and in connection with it to what extent one can consider interpellation as a legal institution successful.
Having read more than 500 interpellations, I arrived at the conclusion that it was primarily the parliamentary practice that meaningfully affected the development of this legal institution. Then, although it was a highly popular controlling instrument in the hands of the opposing parties primarily because of the indifference of the government – that basically manifested itself in the delay and absence of the replies to the interpellations –, interpellation was simply a dialogue between the administration and the opposition, it was able to draw the attention of the government to several important questions, but it was not enough on its own to declare responsibility.



