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R. Schumann: Butterflies Op. 2

The subject of my dissertation is the art of Robert Schumann and one of the most famous piano works by him: the Papillons. Schumann is regarded as one of the greatest and most representative composers of the Romantic area, and one of the most respected music critic. He played the piano excellently, that is why the pieces of him are written for this instrument, but there are chamber and orchestra works and arias too. He acquired a significant culture of literature at his young age. It is momentous of his art that he deemed his compositions like literary works. He grabbed details from the Flegeljahre novel by his favourite writer, Jean Paul beside the music of the Papillons. By this he connected two, the most important arts. We can find all the devices of romantic music in his composition. The contrast between each pieces is very marked in their mood and tempo. In the words of Eric Sams musicologist: "diminutive, incomprehensible, colorful, live and beautiful: Papillon-musicaux."



