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The presentation of women in the Calvinist funeral sermons of the 18th century

In the early modern ages the sermons delivered during funerals were published in print to honour the memory of the deceased. These have been used for educational purposes in the Debreceni Református Kollégium and have therefore been preserved in the library of the school.
From the texts I have examined it has become apparent what the expectations from women were by the Calvinist church and the society in the beginning of the 18th century and they also summarised in brief the lives of some. The biographies of the deceased women were strongly idealised by the ministers so that they could present them as role models for the congregation. The authors had also studied the works of others as preparation for writing their sermons.
Women prepared for marriage since childhood. After the wedding they had to fulfil three different roles: they were wives, mothers and housekeepers. Their tasks were emphasised by examples from the Bible. They had to meet the expectations of the community and their husbands, whilst maintaining in sight their spiritual salvation.
The role of women in matrimony according to the ecclesiastic teachings was a subordinate one, but the sermons also referred to how women could have a great influence on the lives of their husbands and that good women deserved the appreciation of their spouses not only during, but after their death as well.



