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Characteristics and Self Determination of the English Romantic Theory of Architecture

The English Gothic Revival was predominantly an ideological movement. From its beginnings, the English theory evolved from a close relation with social sciences and arts. In the nineteenth century the romantic novels became its main source of ideas. Theorists defined themselves as heirs to the Middle Ages, and their knowledge of architectural history always received a theoretic background.
My essay reflects on the process as practice became the base of the theory, which eventually became a proactive impulse of architecture. I shall examine the way historical knowledge subdued to theoretic references, and became predominant. The evolution of romantic theory shall be presented as well as its practical and theoretical potential. Direct effects shall be considered as well its thorough Englishness when describing its characteristics.



