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Budapest, like a space-specific tourism product in the mirror of the VICE model

Due to its conditions our capital plays a very important role in the Hungarian tourism. My research focuses on the inhabitants of Budapest, who are capable to influence the mood of the visitors through their behavior and hospitality. Based on the sustainable tourism, the importance of my research lies in the fact, that the main goal of the Tourism Development Strategy is to improve the competitiveness of the destination, so it is very important – in the end of the planning period – to see the results.
The topics of my empirical research can be divided into four bigger groups: at first I analyzed the touristic conditions of the destination, but it was also very important to get to know the qualitative ingredients of the infrastructure and the cultural consumption of the capital’s population. Finally I tried to analyze the current position of the most important features of the citizens, like professional skills, attitudes or language knowledge. My hypothesis about the sustainable and well-managed urban tourism is based on those statistics, which show us not only the annually growing numbers of the visitors, but also a significant positive balance on the tourist balance sheet .
Pending my work in the mirror of sustainability and my hypothesis, I tried to find the answers to the following questions: How do we evaluate the touristic role of Budapest? Are we, the population of the capital, capable – with the quality of our personal competences – to contribute to the regional development? What kind of role do the most important tourist products, like conference-, urban-, thermal waters and spa tourism play in the economy of Budapest? How often do we visit cultural programs, and how high is the spendable discretionary income on these events? In my analysis I tried to use the widest toolkit of the statistical methods, from the simple correlation and regression, through the estimation and hypothesis testing to the simple methods of time series analysis.
During my oral performance I will demonstrate, that our touristic conditions, the education and the language skills of the population – in context of the future forecasts – could create better circumstances to receive tourists. Our options are given, so we hope that Budapest will be an “at least worth a visit destination” for every age groups by next year as well as in the future.



