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The faces of a woman-Cabaret songs by Gyula Fekete

If we have an overview of the artists of classical literature or music, we find that the tools of expression both in the case of music and language are always up-to-date, easy to understand in the given period of age. They have been telling general truth about human matters that characterize us forever. It is this approach that is present in contemporary literature and music, in their themes, as well, including the series of works Cabaret Songs by Gyula Fekete, composer, and Orsolya Karafiáth, poet.
In contemporary Hungarian music, songs are very rarely featured in concerts. Gyula Fekete believes it is due to the basic characteristics of the genre itself: songs need an intimate atmosphere. While the amount of energy invested in the composition and performance could be truly rewarded in front of a large audience, the genre of the song is originally meant for chamber music.
Gyula Fekete was looking for lyrics of literary value, indicating with this that he was going to compose a series of high quality songs. He finally decided to choose the poems by Orsolya Karafiáth, a contemporary poet. The theme for the cycle of songs is the everlasting relationship between man and woman which is revealed for us in its psychological depths through the lyrics and the music.
This work of art inspires me for further research so that I can gain a better understanding of contemporary music and songs.




