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Dressing and what’s behind – Clothing in Attica, 5-4th century BC

In my paper I aim to examine the Attican clothing in the classical period with thehelp of Menander’s and Aristphanes’ comedies as well as the remaining relics (vases, funeralsteles) as primary sources. I try to present clothing in a way that it also reflects the peoplewearing them, their everyday lives, and their seemingly trivial problems. Menander and Aristophanes in their comedies depict the period in its enteriety, therefore I think that thesecan be considered as relevant resources for my investigation.
Although clothing is one of the most important aspects of life in the classical period, Hungarian researches have not paid enough attention to it yet. There are works on thehistory of fashion (available in Hungarian translations), however, these do not go furtherthan separately describing pieces of clothing as ”Greek clothing” but without highlightingthe differences between the clothing of slaves and freemen, or the clothing of townsmenand villagers for that matter. These works are heedless of the fact that we cannot definea homogenous way of clothing in that period. Besides, these works leave out from theirinvestigation the written sources and they do not pay attention to the colour differences either. Taking these aspects into consideration, our research could and will shed a new lighton the way we think about classical clothing.



