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The life in the Franciscan Secondary School of Esztergom, based on the yearbooks

The aim of my thesis is to present the life of the Franciscan school of Esztergom during the Horthy era – the years of Horthy Miklós’s regentship in Hungary. The best solution seemed to be to pick the essentials and to extend them by adding my personal experience. The unconcealed aim of my research was to demolish the stereotypical picture of an era – at a certain extent – and to show that even in the age of Calvinist policy the rights of Catholic schools were not violated and they enjoyed a great scale of opportunities. I focused on three major aspects in my research. They were politics, religion and society. Klebelsberg Kunó’s and his wife’s relationship with the friars. In the 20th century it became clear that there was need for the foundation of a Franciscan school, for the reason of providing recruitment. My research undoubtedly proved that the Franciscans suffered from a deficiency in education but they tried and managed to help it. In spite of the initial problems and conflicts they succeeded in establishing a stable institution which has been in permanent operation for 82 years by now. I have already touched upon one of the religious aspects I made in connection with the Franciscans and Benedictines but I really wanted to emphasize the conflict of the two provinces. The conflict between the Marianus province and the Kapisztranus province in the years of the school foundation. However, one of the most important religious aspects is the internal tension between the archbishop and the Franciscan order. I would highlight Serédi Jusztinián’s personal opinion in which the head of the Hungarian Catholic Church forms a negative point of view regarding the school foundation. My social aspect aims to represent the daily life of the school; the pupils’ and students’ routines and their relationship with the teachers. An alumnus of the school, Magyarszéky Gábor’s recollection contributed to the introduction of one of the most significant personalities of the school, the late director Father P. Weiss Richárd. One of the most important personalities in the history of the school besides P. Vinkovics Viktor head of province and P. Nagy Arisztid. Reading the bulletins can help us understand the strength of the institution leader fathers which could hold the school together in spirit. „Not just a man, but a state”- this was said about P. Nagy Arisztid, head of the dormitory by his peers and this is how I could describe the people just mentioned.



