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The impact of social networking sites on society, or Facebook and others

This paper tries to answer the most important questions about social networking sites: what and how big social impacts of these homepages have, and why these sites are so popular. The research is based on the same topics as the ones often mentioned by the users and observers of social networking and these topics could be relevant principles of the expert research: how many profiles does the user have? Why is she/he using the site? How does it influence the user’s everyday actions? What’s her/his opinion about the “hype” of the site? The project’s method includes interview and Textual Analysis of Media, because these methods can show us the most important user practises.
The investigation gave many essential results: The popularity of the social networking sites increases the social effect, which could be negative. However those users who want mostly to represent themselves can show nothing but a false image. In spite of the unreasonable insistence on the site (which could be a form of addiction) there are positive phenomena. For example: searching for missing persons and the consequent collective empathy, sensibility.
Investigation of media can show us the quick changing of mediums and media contents, and it can report about adaptability and changeability of people too. The investigation results could be useful for social sciences because these results could establish the trial of “social connections support by media”.



