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’The factory was ours, too (…)’ – the labourers’ everyday life in the 20th century

The goal of this research is to introduce the everyday life of the labourers in Ózd. In a preceding study we processed the factory work, meanwhile this present one deals with the life of labourers outside the factory, based on life history interviews made with former factory workers.
The main points of the research are as follows. First of all, we process the key events of the labourers’ life, including their childhood, the school years, the family founding and the pension years. We touch upon the free time spending habits of the labourers with a special attention to the role of second economy. Another main point of view we examine is how their lives were influenced by the different historical eras (Rákosi era, Kádár era). Our key questions are: how did the interviewes manage joining the family livelihood and the raising of money? Is the mobility according to educational level characteristic between generations? Are there any examples of migration? For what reasons? What characterizes the labourers’ activity outside their work? Do these activities have connection with the factory? And finally, how did politics – especially the forced personal cult – influence the everyday life of the labourers in the Rákosi era? How did the prosperity of the Kádár era and the relation with the communist party membership appear in their life?
The results show that the particularities of the given era left their marks on the everyday life of the labourers. They took part in raising money for the family from their childhood. The role of additional income remained important even afterwards. The educational mobility is typical between generations, what’s more, there was an example of this even within a personal career. After the change of the regime, the factory closed and the number of jobs decreased; partly this led to migration. The factory played an important role in ensuring free time activities. The communist regime had an influence on private life, and thus on the practice of religion as well.



