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The institutional background of the National Innovation System: can we tune the forcing-bed of technological development?

This paper is about the National Innovation System (NIS). The body of this concept developing since 1841 is that the technological development based economic growth needs more than investment on innovation. The institutional background is at least as important. This paper presents the development of the theoretical concept from Friedrich List who laid the foundations; until Chris Freeman and Bengt-Äke Lundvall, who come up with the concretely named NIS concept. In the literature there is lack of consensus therefore this paper draws up a general process flowsheet. The point of this process flowsheet is that the economic growth is generated by R&D expenditures and the supporting institutional background. This is analysed by the empirical part in point of the Triad countries representing the developed ones in the period of the just going technological paradigm (from 1980 until now). Over the results of the regression analysis applied, the country-specific use of the model is important with which the experts could tune relatively easily the institutional system for reaching the highest return on R&D measured in GDP.



